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co 4L
Colonial Office,

Downing Street,
Secret . S, W, i.

9t June, 1947.

Dear Hollis,

It seems more than likely that the nited Nations
Fact-Finding Committee during their forthcoming vf'sit
to Palestine will ask for information regarding the size
of the present garrison and our reasons, for maintaining
military forces on this scale. Questions might also be
asked about the purpose of military installations recently
constructed in the territory.

My Secretary of State understands that the Committee
have been subject in New York to propaganda to the effect
that His Majesty's Government were not sincere in
referring the Palestine problem for decision by the United
Nations, since it is their intention, whatever happens, to
retain their position in the country. To avoid any risk
of appearing to confirm suspicions of this kind,
Mr. Creech Jones feels it to be most desirable that we
should be prepared to give without hesitation the most
complete replies which are permissible to the questions I
have mentioned and he would be grateful if the Chiefs of
Staff would consider the matter and advise on the terms of
instructions on this point which might be conveyed to the
High Commissioner and the General Office Commanding in
Palestine.

The United Nations Committee is expected to start its
inquiries in Palestine about the 16th of June.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd.) T.I.K. Lloyd.

Ma jor-General
Sir Leslie Hollis, KBE. , CB.
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With the Compliments of the Private

Secretary to the Secretary of State

for the Colonies.

Colonial Ofice, Downing Street, S. W. 1.

18th June 1947 .
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Colonial Office,

Downing Street, 3.V/.1.
75009/984/47 Pal.

18th June , 1947.

Dear Addis,

Thank you for your letter of the 10th
enclosing correspondence from Mr. T.Soollan,

I attach a draft of a possible letter in
reply to Mr. Soollan, which he might pass on to
his constituent who protests a bout the retention
of British Forces in P lestine. AS the question
raised is one of intimate concern to the war
Office and of some interest to the Foreign Office,
I am sending copies of this letter and its
enclosure, with a copy of ',he letter from
Mr. Soollan's constituent to Drew at the War
Office and M<cAlpine at the Foreign Office, in
order that they may inform you direct if they
agree with its terms.

Your. sincrely,

. (sgd.) J.R. EDMONDS).
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7, High Street,
Lochwinnoch,

14/5/47

Mr. Scollan,

Dear Sir,

On behalf of two other Mothers and myself who
all have sone in the Army in Palestine, I iVjplore
you to do all you can to have our boys withdrawn
from there. I don't think another country in the
world would have tolerated what we have done. To
allow our boys to be murdered in cold blood and not
to take immediate action and have it stopped once
and for all. Does the Government realise what
this all means to us, the mothers of these boys?
Each living in dread that our son rsay be the next
victim of these things, and almost every night lying
sleepless wondering what the news from Palestine will
be in the morning.

We three mothers feel that the time has come
for the Government to take steps to have "finished"
written to this stage of affairs and that whatever
the decision at the U.N.0. meetings now taking place
may be, that we take action now and that no more time
be was ted. We have been long suffering but we have
now come to the end of our patience.

If action is not taken now and our sons are
still to be left open to these murderous attacks
then we are determined to call on all Mothers and
wives with men serving in Palestine to take action
and demand that the Government withdraw all our
troops before another precious life is lost.
Surely you, if you are a Father, feel that this

/state



state of things has gone on too long and
that we are entitled to take this demand.
When the war was on we gave our sons and
if they had been killed then we should.
have. ac ce pted it knowing that that would
have been the price they had to pay. But

the war is over and we are rebelling in
earnest. - So I earnestly hope that this

matter will have immediate attention from

the Government. We shall await your
answer. Being M. P. for t his constituency
we felt you were the proper person to write

to. So on behalf of Mrs. Courtney (who

lost a son in Italy), Mrs. Laidlaw and
myself, I ask that you give this matter
your immediate attention.

Thanking you in .anticipati-on,

I am,

Yours faithfully,

(3gd.) RITA . -BRYSON.



T. SOOLLAN, ESt. , M.P.

You wrote to me on the 21st May

en1os ing a letter on'behalf of three mothers in

your o natituAney who have sons serving in

.alestine. I suggest that you Trightiieply to

your 4onatituent -on the following lines.

In the peace settlement ,hih

followed the -1914/18 war, Great Britain was

entrusted by the League of Nations with a

Mandate for Palestine, and thus became

responsible for the administration of the

country under the terms of an International

Trust. This responsibility included the

nainteriance of law and order. Despite the

efforts of successive government to find a

solution to the political problems resulting

from the Mn'hate, the end of the recent war

found these probleis no 'nearer solution,. On

assuming office in August 1945 the present

government found itself faced with a situation

in which the two coirmuiiities in Palestine held

completely divergent views on the political

future of their country. His Majesty's

Government therefore determined to use their

best endeavours to reconcile the rival claims

and reach a negotiated settlement. The history

/of



9f our its in this Adirection is well

e wn en* we;re brought to the oonolusion

thai the Mandate es orig inally ecoepted by

Shi eiutr y was no longer workable and tha t

the- prob3eAtmust be refrred to the United

Not iQs *8 the only body competent to decide

what the .newt step should be. The problem

is now being examined by a special coritttee

of, thUnited Nations who are to report to the

next General Assembly in September this year.

e earnestly hope that at the September meeting

the General Assembly of the United Nat tons

will reach a worksble conclusion on. the future

of Palestine.

Until such a decision is reached,

His Majesty's Government cont10i. to hold the

respoasibilitty for the government of the country,

and it would be unthinkable that we should in

the meantime withdraw our administration and

security forces, whose presence in the c 9untry

is the only guarantee against chaos and bloodshed.

His Majesty's Government fully appreciate the

riatura1 anxiety of relatives of soldiers serving

ih Palestine and, as has been made clear on iany

oaCasions in ?arliament and elsewhere, share their

/horror



Jrror at the outrages cornitted by extremist

terrorist groups in that country. The Palestine

Government and the military authorities are taking

every possible precaution to safeguard the lives

of our troops and police and they are doing all in

their power to eliminate terrorism. His

MajestJ a Government fully realise the dangers,

discomforts and calumnies to which our troops are

exposed in the execution of their duty, but it is

essential in the present disturbed state of

Palestine to keep a number of troops at hand to

give assistance to the Civil Government in carrying

out the obligations which flow froma our tenure of

the Mandate.

Relatives of soldiers serving in

Palestine may be assured that the well-being and

safety of the troops is the constant concern of

His Majesty's Governnent und the m i litary

authori ties.
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the 18th June to Addis with copies of a let
from Mrs. R .G. Drysoni, protesting against t
retention of our troops in Palestine, and o
a draft reply to Mr. Tr. Scollan, M.P. , who
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informed of your concurrence in the draft,
you may possibly have spoken to AduCis, who
now on leave. A reply ought to be sent to
Mr. Scollan in the near future, and I shoul
grateful if you would let me know as soon a
possible whether you agree with the terms o:
the draft.
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OUT FILE i5

'A

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.

17th July, 1947.

(E 5459/5017/31)

da 4OL

Please refer to your letter of two daysago (dated however the 16th June) on the subjectof a draft reply to Mr. Sollan, M.P., who hadbrought to the Prime Minister' s attention aletter from one of his constituents about Palestine.

I think, as you suggest, that our replywas probably given verbally when we firstsaw the draft, to which we have no objection.

Zoars ever

(Private Secretary)

L. Graham---arrison, Esq.,
10, Downing Street.

,L agool . 4
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24, PALE ST INE -UNITED NIT I ONFAS CT-FIND IN-NCOMTTEE

J. P. (47)84(F inCl 5537
StafIE COMMITTEE considered a report by the Joint Plannin;Staffthe Colonial Offi for. tadvioc of the Chieft of Staff on the instructs hcli s.1 thb sent to the Hi;1 Commssionor and to G- O C P 1'-lc tin~da thmilitary informati"i to be*.vtto. t the Uniied Nnot ionPactj-Findin Committeei t

SIR RHODRICK CGRIGOR said he thought that the forceswith which the Fact- in din. Committee were concerned 're those'stationed in Palestine and belon.;in2 to the Garrison of Palstino.
enumerhateunr th 1N lroyers and 4 frigates or mine-swe ersenlumerated under tho Naval forces should be doletod. The-were, in fact, ci rt of the Meditrranean Fleet and althoughenpa ed in the Prevntion of illcal immigrar.t ion, were notpart of thPalesti Garrison. In fact, many units of thc

"eierna Fet were oing ayr d in anti-illegal imj rt iactivity, and should any Naval Units be included in theinformation given to the Fact-F inding "Committee 
la ouac tbersrcinteit z ai 'toc o a by le d t o u n c c e t a e r e sr i c c i ol lf th e t o

activities of the Mediterraneain Fleet.
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He suggested, therefore, that
illegal immigration should be
party which formed a part of

the use of naval forces
omitted, except that of

the Palestine Garrison.

to counter
the base

SIR FRANK SIMPSON said although he fully agreed with the
views of the Vice Chief of the Naval Staff regarding the Naval
basis for providing information to the Fact-Finding Committee,
one of the reasons for the large size of the army garrison was
to counter illegal immigration. The prevention of illegal
immigration and the guarding of internment camps, i. e.,
Ahstlit, was a considerable commitment for the army.
In justifying the size of the Army in Palestino, therefore, it
would be essential to retain the illegal immigration argument.

Referring to the size
that some extension of the
be made, and he suggested t
amended to read -

"(

of tho army ho was' of
description of its si
hat paragraph 2 under

including locally raised forc
of 22 Divisions, that is to n
administrative backing amount

es).
y,

i ng

the opinion
ze could safely

"Army" should be

The equivalent
with the necessary
to 80/100,000 men".

AIR VICE MISHuL FOSTER suggested that it might be
preferable to inform the Colonial Office that the Commanders-in-
Chief, Middle East wore being instructed to :rive to the Committee
such details of the forces stationed in Palestine as wore
required, provided only that such information would not
prejudice operations. By this means he thought it would
be possible to give the Committee the fullest information
available without prejudice to ourselves.

SIR
latitude.
information
commander
should be

FRANK SIMPSON
There were

on affecting
1s could not i

decided in tI

said this
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The
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out the
which

terms o

too much
release

local
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In discussion
the draft letter to
report -

the following
the Colonial
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Office at annex
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backing m-r o

Paragraph 2,
1fri satos

under
say,

untin
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under Navy - loloto -
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~dmini strat

"4 0 estr)yers,

(iii)Paragraph 4, delete and! subtitute -

"On security grounds the Chiefs of
not to divulge any m
already published in
however, that there
arguments in favour
Committee the size o
more detail, in whic
only for the fi ,urns
Air Force given in p
They would have no obje
given to the Committee
High Commissioner".

informat ion
this report+. They
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Fact-Finding
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party, Army andL
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a

THE COMMITTEE:-

(a) Instructed the Secretary to advise+ the Minister
of Defence of the terms of the proposed reply
to the Colonial Office.

Instructed the Secretary, subject
of the Colonial Office to their
inform the Commmars-in-Chief,
of the decisionstaKen.

+ ANNEX I

to the agreement
proposals, to
Middle East

- to follow.

-5 -

(b)



2LL

ANNEX I.

Co2y of a minute (reference C.O.S.668/21//7)
date d_21 st June 1 19L7 _; rmnral Hollis to

the Minister ofDfonce_

The Colonialt
of Staff for their
of military inform
Fact Finding Commi
likely to ask for
our present garris
for maintaining fo
They may also
installations

Office
advic
ation

Atto.

inform
on in
rces c

have
c Thou
to the
This
nation
Paleost
)n the

askud the Chiefs
t the disclosure
United Nations

Committee is
about the size o
ine and our r(as
existing scale.

ask about the purpose
recently constructed

f:
ons

of military
in Palestine.

2. The Chiefs of taff, in composing
reply, ha-ve born in mind two somewhat
factors - the advice of the Colonial Sc
as much information as possible should
order to confirm our sincerity; and, on
hand, the security danger of disclosing
information in advance of figures we haxv
provide of our forces in contribution t
scheme for isarmament.

their
conflic ting
c cr:tary that
b givn '.n
the other
too much
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oa general

The Chiefs of Stafft
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CHIEFS OF STiFF COMMITTEE

JOINT PL, INNING STJF

l1vok44

P;LEST INE : UNITED NAT IONS FA CT--FIND ITNGCOMM ITTEE

Report by the Joint Planning Staff.
n anticipation of instructions weg+ from the Colonial Office concer
given to the Unlited Nations Fact I

2, CIn their letter the Colonialthe Committee are more than likely
regarding the size of our present
maintaining forces on this scale..
purpose of military installat ionsterritory.

The Colonial S
as possible should
in the matter, and
on the instructions
Commissioner and to

Our report at
Chiefs of Staff

have examined a
ning the information
Finding Committee.

Office point out that
to ask for information

garrison and our reason for
They may also ask about the

recently constructed in the

secretary considers that
be given in order to co
asks for the advice of
which should be sent t
the x.0.pC. Palestine,

Annex is the form
to the Colonial of a e?Of'f ice.

as much i
nfirm our

the ChiefsSthe High

?raft

format ion
sincerity
of Staff

reply from

Recommendation

We recommend that: -

The draft letter at
Colonial Office.
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Chief i.iddle East
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of the Colonial Office
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ANNEX

Draft letter from Chiefs of Staff to the Colonial Office

The Chiefs of Staff have
on the information to be
Finding Committee.

considered your letter of 9th
given to the United Nations

2. The forces at present located in Palestine and engaged in
the preservation of internal security and the prevention of
illegal immigration are :-

(including. locally raised forces). The
equivalent of two and a half divisions.

4.Destroyers
4 Frigates ox' Mineeweepers
and a.small base party at Haifa.

Air Forge 2 Single engined fighter squadrons"
1 General Reconnaissance Squadron
and a small number of observation- and
communication aircraft.

3. Inforiation on our forces
made public in the report of the
Enquiry on Palestine, where the
the Garrison are 'liy set out.
forces, the report states :-

in Palestine has already been
e Anglo-American Committee of

scope of the commitments facing
Regarding the size of our

"There is a military force stationed in Palestine
which is the equivalent of two and a half divisions,
and in addition there are a number of Air Force Units
and also certain naval forces engaged in coastal
patrol and other duties."

4, On security grounds
to divulge iore informati
this report. They roali
strong political argument
Fact Finding Co:mittee th
in more detail, in which
figures for the Navy and
to be revealed. The Chie
prepared for any further

the
.1on t

s in

case
fAir
f s of'

detN

Chiefs of
than that
however,

1 favour o
ze of our
they wou

Force giv
Staff

is of

Staff would prefer not
already published in
that there may well be
f disclosing to the
forces in the country

ld be prepared for thu
en in paragraph 2 above,

would,
the Arm:iy

however, not be
forces to be given.

5. They
difficult
existing
continue
adequate

feel thct the authorities in
y in justifying to the Coumit
garrison. That outrages and
to occur is itself proof that
to ensure the internal securi

Palustine should have no
tee the maintenance of the
illegal immigration
thu garrison is barely

ty )f the country.

6. Regarding any possible qufesti.,nsf bout recent construction
of ilit ary installation in P lestine we can confirm that no
buildings nor installations of a perant nature have been
erected since the end of thu var. Any military construction
work that has been carried out incu that date has been
confined to meeting the urgent and essential administrative
needs of the garrison.

7. The Chiefs of Staff would to grateful if they could b
informed of your ,.greeAent on these matters in order that
may inform the Service authorities in the Middle East acco

CMD.6808 dated April, 1946.

e
they
rd ingly.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

(o0 T 0P)

---- 00,1

FROM PALESTINE (General Sir A. Cunninghrm)

TO S4 OF So, COLNIES.

D. 23rd
R. 23rd

June, 1947.
" "I 16.55 hra.

No 1197 Top Secret.

Paragraph 5 of your top secret telegram 1o4212.

At very first rating of Committee in Palestina
(16th June) the Indian delegate asked for figures of
present strength of British forces in this country.
The Chief Secretary replied that this was a question
which should be put to a Re preseatative of Mandatory Power,
not to Chamber- of Government. The Indian de1gate
indicated that he would pursue the inquiry, and I have no
doubt that question will be brought up again by Cormaittee
at an early opportunity. I should be glad to know,
therefore e, as soon as possible what reply should be given
by MaeGillivray on your behalf when question is again
raised.

Distributed to:
MS0 25
Secret ary of Mtate
Sir T4 .Lloyd
Mr. I. Thomas
Mr. Martin
Mr. Gutch
Mr. Trafford Smith
Mr. Mathsison
Mr. Higham
Mr. Bennett
Mr. iastwood
Mr. Bigg
Miss Boyd
Foreign Office

Alls

a

CO W. Baxte r.
I. P, Garr an,

Cypher

f F2l1
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Distributed to:-
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Secretary of State
Sir T. Lloyd
Mr. I. Thomas
Mr. Martin
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Mr. Trafford Smith
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Mr. Higham
Mr. Bennett
Mr. Eastwood
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Miss Boyd
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War Office (M.0.4..)
Ministry of Defenoe

I
- Mr 0 C. W, Baxter.
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c aair. AINX

-ROM .AEST w (Gen, air A. Cunningham)

TO38.OF Sa COONE.

D. ist Aug ust, 1947.
R. 1st Auguset, 1947. 1655 hours.

MOST _ IMMtATE

No 1 a468.

My Telegram No. 1467.

Following is text of statement d mde by
public intoration officer in reply to questions
today Begins.

It is notified that immediate steps
have been taken to obtain full inoration
regarding the incidents which occurred in
TeoAviv during last night, and in the light of
the results appropriate action will be taken.
Meanwhile, the Mil,.tary and Police authorities
are guarding against any possible roecurrfene

of iilar incidents, A tatement will be
issued assoon as 'buffic oieinfora tion a.
to the fac ts has been collee ted
Ended .
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INWARD 'SLGSAM

En Clair

PROM PALESTXE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham)

TO -.8. OF 8oOLOIES

D. 1st August, 1947.
R . let 20.32 hrs.

MOST IMMEDIATE
No0 1672

Your unnumbered telegrams,

Tel Aviv0

It is confirmed that the figures in paragraphs 2 to .
and in the fifth paragraph of my telegram 1o. 1467 d oob agreed
The latter one 5 killed an d 16 injured, of whoi 9 were detained
in Hospital: these, as stated, represent total casualties as at
present known* The f ormer paragraphs, the figures in which add
up to 4 killed and 15 injured,. are to be taken a x xplanatoxr.
The manner in which the remaining i killcd and 1 injured became
Casualties is not yet known.

Telegraph Section service telegram requestin coniraton offigures in High Comissioner's telegram.T No. 167

/ Copiezs



V,

Copies aent Vo:-

Foreign Office

w a

" "

Private Seoretary.
Mr. Co.. 8zter 0
Mo N. Butler 0
Dominions intelligence Dept 0
Air Commodore K.C. Buosa

Cabinet Ocfices

Adm i ralty
War Otf ice -

I ) 3)

(~L 0.4.)
Air Mnistr -

Minitry f Deence

setariaM) Mr. D. A. Greenhi1L
99Ma;) Gen. A. J. C Polok

- r.T..a Rbertsn.
- yGen.11-irDL IHollise

G aps C:pt Stapleton.
- 6DMr, T 0 A0 Go chalt o.

Chief of Naval staff
-- C. I Go S

- trciE.CL Gor.,

- = L to Cole . ,Ge Atk .iso14

-Private Lecretary,

1E0 DowaingSt:ete

Lord President of the oncl

(Reeach Depth )
(Middle East

8e°--



)1
f-

31-- A.11 Cun hania e

TO2 0 " . COLOm: s

620 hr

Tel Avive

Private Secetary

C'&(L

Admi, L ral

War Orinl

PS

M.
fpu p14j

+l+aL

'

.3Li
L4)

Airi i 7Miniar;*; of Deenc

Private* yecreany, oe,

Jo A ,& liriltt, go ,

- Ipe ttCapt Stapln1,'
-r. T . A0  (Charll toni

Lto~l. .G.Atkinson,,** ' t1 Of .i.tom',
Chief o Air Staff ,

P~rivae. Secretary4,
SrHenry Wil"sson Smith,;

10 DornigStet
Privawte ret 4Mto tIe
Lord 'F"Gzden-t or the Council,..

I7,

C..';1

:.jjt.)'pa"h

(_ dd aE

Fts+RrriseMrs PALE + sTrIa*r NE JYC"

,,

:L7,
11

. .Il? o ,..{e . .... ot. :.

Full deaIl /will 7V '4tbe tlraphed as 'Y

receive,

..... 'an:r.r'.:-" 7Rk7]:l".?.f^7eIC.' }': '.17. c1 .Y.^"i1f:S+7R7rtL 47Jiltt'..Ys4'Rr.H'.4'T_ :+'t'.«Y., .. 'C -...:. °1.LiY ¢ t!. ^?S: :h" . . " . " . . "-

Copeswa o

Fr~ Oanffic e 7..t '. td6

l4
t' ('
'. h


